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“Team Chiba” Shows the Charms of Chiba Prefecture to people
in Japan, and around the world!

Two years after the previous marathon, the 2016 Chiba Aqualine Marathon was held on October 23rd,
2016, thanks to the help and support of many.

Under a refreshing autumn sky, surrounded by the blue sea, with a view of both the Tokyo Aqualine seeming
to reach into the sky and an unbroken line of cheerful supporters against warm rural and residential townscapes,
about 16,000 runners were able to enjoy a course packed with all of the charms of Chiba Prefecture.

This year's marathon was a very international event, with participants joining from 34 different countries.
There were 480 foreign runners, 5 times as many as the previous marathon.

Also, top athletes who participated in the Rio de Janeiro Paralympics took part in the Wheelchair Half
Marathon, which will become a regular event from this year. They left a powerful impression with their
performance.

Alongside the running course, many kinds of cheering and performances took place, such as energetic
encouragement from local elementary and junior high school students, dances performed by high school
students, brass bands, and Japanese drums. All of these combined with the support of about 360,000
spectators led many of the runners to say that they were “moved” and “encouraged.”

“OMOTENASHI SPQOT (special aid spots)” were set up, where local products such as loguat jelly and
blueberries could be found, as well as “YATAIMURA (rows of stalls) with other delicacies from around Chiba
Prefecture. These along with the performances onstage proved to be very popular.

The event organizer received a great deal of help from many volunteers and local cities with hearts full of
hospitality. We were able to unite as “Team Chiba,” and show the rest of the country and the world the charms
of Chiba Prefecture.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude for the help, cooperation, and support we received while
holding the Chiba Aqualine Marathon 2016.

Thank you very much.
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Governor of Chiba Prefecture
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Kensaku Morita
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