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Opening

My name’s Robert.
My Dad’s American.
I like P.E. because | can play sports with everyone.

I’m Akihime Enori.

My Mum and Dad are Taiwanese.
My favorite subject is music.
together with everyone.

I really love singing

Hi everyone!
I’m Yui Nakashima from Katsutadai Elementary School.

We’d like to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for
coming all the way to join our Japanese school.

I’m sure that your country and your customs are really
different.

And there are probably lots of different things between our
schools and school systems.

So let’s have a look at this video and | hope you can learn a
little about Japanese schools.

The school system

In Japan, we start school at the age of 6.

We have 6 years of elementary school and 3 years of junior
high school, which are all a part of compulsory education.
The school year begins in April, and finishes in March.

In between, we have summer, winter and spring vacations.
Summer vacation is about 40 days long. It starts from the
end of July and lasts for the whole of August.

Winter vacation is about 2 weeks long and starts in
December until the beginning of January.
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Spring vacation is a 2-week holiday from the end of March
until the start of April.

Some schools that have 2 terms also have fall vacation for
a few days.

At Japanese schools we have a day off every Saturday and
Sunday.
Each day has its own routine and timetable.

All 9 years of compulsory education are free of charge.
And growth checks are also free.

But other things like school materials, school lunch and
excursions require a money collection.

There are a lot of other differences that might leave you
feeling a little confused.

Hopefully with this video we can take away some of your
worries.

Please watch the video and refer to your multilingual
pamphlet.

The first day of school.

Let’s take a look at your first day of school.

Our schools start at 8:00am.

You can come to school any time between 7:30am and
8:00am.

The school road is the road you should use to go to and
come home from school.

Your school will tell you the safest road you should use.
Come to school on this road with friends from your
neighborhood.

Be as safe as you can, and remember to follow all of the
road rules.

Every school has a school gate.
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On the school gate you can see the name of your school.
Come to school through this gate every day.

When you go to your classroom, use the students’ entrance.
The ‘student’s entrance’ has a special shoebox for every
student.

Change your shoes into your indoor school shoes and go to
your classroom.

Let’s take a look at your school uniform on your way to
school.

Put on your yellow hat and your nametag.

Put your school things into your school bag.

Your P.E. uniform should be put into a separate bag.

In most elementary schools you can wear casual clothes.
Your shoes should be sandshoes and you can’t wear sandals
on your way to school.

Most junior high schools have a school uniform.
Each school has its own uniform with special buttons and
badges, so please ask your school about your own uniform.

Preparing for study

Handing in your school diary

Playing outside

Self study and reading in the morning

When you see your teacher, you should get together with
your classmates for the morning greetings.

At morning assembly your teacher will talk about the day’s
plans and ask how everyone is.

Everyone will sing a song together to start the day on a
bright and chirpy note.

Listen carefully to your teacher and friends when they
speak.

You’ll be surrounded with a kind teacher and lots of
wonderful friends who you’ll be sure to get along well
with.

Studying
When lessons begin, get together with your classmates and
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listen carefully to your teacher.

Sometimes you might have to get into a small group or
sometimes you might have to study on your own.

You also might go to the library to look for reference books
for study.

Depending on the subject, you might move to a different
classroom for special lessons. This could be for subjects
such as music, drawing and manual arts or home
economics.

The number of lessons in a day, and the time to go home
depends on the day of week and your year level.

For grade 6 students there’s usually 5-6 subjects a day.
Each subject for elementary school students lasts for 45
minutes.

In elementary school your homeroom teacher will mostly
teach you every subject.

In junior high school your teacher will change depending
on the subject, and each lesson lasts for 50 minutes.

P.E. lessons are either in the schoolyard or gymnasium.

For P.E., you’ll need to change into your P.E. uniform so
that you can move about easily.

P.E. lessons are full of activities using things like the vault
box, mat and exercise bar.

Recess time

Recess time is a time to prepare for your next lesson.
There’s also time to go to the toilet if you need.

But this isn’t a time to eat snacks.

At longer recesses such as the mid morning break and
lunchtime, you can play and have fun in the schoolyard.

School lunch

And now it’s lunchtime!

Every school has what is called ‘school lunch’.

Everyone eats the same food.

The menu changes each month, and you’ll be told in
advance what the next menu will be.

Please tell your teacher if there are any foods you can’t eat
because of allergies or religious reasons.
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You and your friends will serve each other lunch and bring
it to your table.

The students wearing the white cloak are the lunch servers
who change each week.

Everyone can start eating after saying ‘itadakimasu’
together.

We eat using a spoon or chopsticks.

If you have any troubles using the chopsticks, talk to your
homeroom teacher.

When you finish eating, everyone says ‘gochisosama
deshita’.

After lunch, you brush your teeth and then it’s playtime!

Cleaning

And now it’s cleaning time!

Everyday we clean the rooms that we use.

Not only our own classroom, but also we take turns
cleaning all parts of the school in turn.

Homeroom

When all of the lessons for the day have finished, it’s
homeroom time.

Your teacher will tell you about what to prepare for
tomorrow.

There will also be some notices from your friends.

At homeroom time we write notes about tomorrow in a
notebook called the ‘school diary’.

If your guardians have any questions or notices, they can
write it in your school diary for you to show to your
homeroom teacher.

Please use your diary to write any information about the
day and reason if you take time off school, come late or
leave early.

Telephoning in more urgent situations is also fine.

If you come to school late or leave early, please come
together with your guardian and don’t come on your own.
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After saying goodbye to your teacher and friends, you can
leave school and go home.

Go home on the same road that you came to school,
together with your friends that live close by.

Take care on the roads going home to not get into any
traffic accidents.

Don’t make any side trips on your way home.

Club activities

After homeroom, you can join up to a club activity if you
wish.

There are music type clubs such as band and chorus.

Or sports type of clubs, such as the basketball and soccer
club.

In junior high school there are lots of different clubs such
as the volleyball and baseball club.

There are even interschool matches and competitions with
other schools.

This has only been a small introduction into Japanese
school life.

In Japan, there are already lots of other friends from
foreign countries as well as friends who have come back to
Japan.

Good luck settling into Japanese school life and try your
best in your studies.

Forget your worries and have fun!
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