Largest shell mound in Japan (Kasori shell mound special historic site)
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Humidified pottery from the Jomon Era
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40,000 Years of Culture
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People have inhabited Chiba Prefecture for about
40,000 years.

Remnants from the communities of previous eras
have been discovered at archeological sites through-
out the prefecture. Among these sites are the amazing-
ly large numbers of shell mounds and cord marked
pottery (jomondoki). These remnants are representa-
tive of Chiba’s ancient culture.

During the Edo Period, four cities from the Hokuso
area, Sakura, Narita, Sawara, and Choshi have played
key roles in the support of the economy and daily life
in Edo (Tokyo). These cities still retain the atmosphere
of the Edo Period and were certified as Japan Heritage
under the title, “An Edo Travelogue through Four
Hokuso Cities: Feel the Edo Period in Hokuso
Townscapes”in April of 2016.

Sakura, a castle town previously occupied by samurai
residences, was a vital point of defense for Edo. Sakura
Road (Narita Highway), which connected Sakura
Castle and Edo, was also popular among travelers.
Narita, a town that was built around Naritasan Shinsho-
ji Temple, flourished with people visiting the temple
during the Edo Period. The line of shops along the
streets of Narita still remain and delicious Narita unagi
continues to captivate many people.

Sawara is a merchant town that used the Tonegawa
River to transport goods. It was also always bustling
with visitors on their way to Katori Jingu Shrine.

A leader in seafood, the port town of Choshi was a
large supporter of Edo’s culinary culture that also
embraced water transportation for the shipment of
goods. Choshi’s unique nature and scenery has always
left a big impression on people since the Edo Period.
Although each of these four cities in the Hokuso area
have their own characteristics that differ from each
other, each of them carries the same atmosphere of
the Edo period that praises both tradition and culture.

A samurai residence (Sakura City)
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Visitors cruise along the Sawara Traditional Preservation
District (Katori City)
EWMEREROEEMRRFBX (FWA)

Byobu-ga-Ura Creek, a nationally known scenic spot and a
designated National Monument (Choshi City)
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Passing Chiba’s treasures onto
the next generation
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Futomaki (Thick Rolled) Sushi
Chiba Cultural Assets KEEF)HT
Chiba Cultural Assets are objects and experiences that characterize the various
rich beauties of Chiba Culture. The Assets selected with Chiba citizens spread
the cultural appeal of Chiba Prefecture both domestically and internationally
(111 selected, as of August 2018).
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Chiba Cultural Assets logo
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Chibanian (Chibanian Age)

In January 2020, the geomagnetic reversal strata located in Tabuchi, Ichihara City was
ratified as the Global Boundary Stratotype Section and Point (GSSP) for the geologic
time spanning from 774,000 to 129,000 years ago. This geologic time termed as
“Chibanian Age” is drawing attention because it is the first Japanese name chosen for
the geologic time, whereas most of the GSSPs ratified for the late Cenozoic Era have
been chosen from Europe.
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Chibanian (Chibanian Age) (Ichihara City)
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Preserving, Celebrating, and Creating Anew
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At Boso-no-Mura, an open-air museum near
Narita, visitors explore life-size reconstructions
of local homes and buildings from the Edo
(1603-1867) and Meiji (1868-1912) Periods,
and experience traditional activities like
weaving, paper-making, old-style cooking, or
even trying on samurai armor.
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The Chiba Symphony Orchestra is a profession-
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Kazusa Junisha Matsuri (Ichinomiya Town)

al orchestra that represents Chiba. In addition
to classical pieces, it offers a new way to enjoy
the orchestra by performing with the tradition-
al Japanese art, Noh.
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Noh Quartet, Aobanomori Park Art and Culture Hall
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