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My Firsthand Account of the Chiba Aqualine Marathon and
Its Appeal

On November 6, 2022, the Chiba Agualine Marathon 2022 was held thanks to the
support of numerous individuals and local residents.

On the day of the race, about 15,000 runners set out under clear autumn skies and
a refreshing breeze to run along a course overflowing with the charming points of
Chiba Prefecture, most notably the Tokyo Bay Aqualine.

Held for the first time in four years, 2022’s marathon will carry on the value and
power of sports into the future, including the tenets of “inspiration and joy” and the
“importance of taking on challenges” that were recognized at the Tokyo Olympics and
Paralympics. At the same time, it was a race that allowed an even greater number of
people to experience the joy of running, accomplished through the new initiatives of
setting up beginners’ and inter-municipal quotas and holding fun run events like the
Parent-Child Run and the Wheelchair Fun Run.

As many as 210,000 people gathered along the sidelines to cheer the runners on,
and the brass band, dance, and other spectacular performances given by children and
students rallied the runners’ spirits.

In addition, approximately 8,000 staff and volunteers provided warm hospitality that
was very well received and race day refreshments that featured loquat jelly, pears,
blueberries, and other specialty products of Chiba Prefecture.

| believe that this year's race will lead to regional revitalization, owing to the many
people who shared Chiba’s appeal via stage events and food stalls, and those who
engaged in sport by supporting, watching, and participating.

I myself participated in the Chiba Aqualine Marathon and was able to experience
firsthand the appeal of sports through the joy of running and a sense of
accomplishment. | also experienced the charm of Chiba through people’s warm
generosity and cheers of encouragement throughout the course.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all those who provided such
tremendous support and cooperation in order to successfully hold the Chiba Aqualine
Marathon 2022, as well as to everyone who came to cheer us on.

| can’t thank you enough.
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President of the Chiba
Agualine Marathon Planning
Committee
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Governor of Chiba Prefecture

B BA
KUMAGAI Toshihito
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