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On the Change of Sucrose Contents of Peanut Seeds after Harvesting,
and the Influence of Drying Conditions on the Taste of Roasted Peanuts

Kazuo Suzuxi

Key words : peanut, quality and taste, drying condition, sucrose content

Summary

The purpose of this study was to clarify the change of sucrose contents after harvesting of peanut
seeds, which influence the taste of roasted peanuts, and to determine the influence of different drying
conditions.

The sucrose contents of peanut seeds decreased immediately after harvesting, but turned for
increase afterwards. After drying, the sucrose contents of peanut seeds were higher than they were at
harvesting time. On the other hand, the starch contents of peanut seeds decreased during drying. The
increase of sucrose content and decrease of starch content during drying suggested that a part of the
starch converted to sucrose.

It has been reported that the taste of roasted peanuts dried by a ventilation arrangement at high
temperature was not good. We found that peanut seeds dried rapidly under the unnatural conditions
of about 20 °C and 60%RH had lower sucrose contents and worse taste than roasted peanuts dried

slowly under natural conditions.
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