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.. _2004%F_ _ _ 3,132 ___1,291 __ 41 _ 3,076 ____ 701 __23__.3,652 __ 1,299 __36_
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Breeding of a New Eddo (Colocasia esculenta L.) Cultivar , “ Chiba maru”

Kenji Suzuki, Mari Ouara,Makoto Ino, Taeko Takeucui, Misako Ito*,

Hajime Sakiyama™* and Shingo Ushio
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Summary

We applied soft-X rays for breeding new taro varieties which suit agronomic needs in Chiba prefec-
ture, have round cormels of bigger size, high yield, and high food quality. As a result, we introduce the
cultivar “Chiba maru” with the following characters:

1. “Chiba maru” is of the rather late maturing, eddo type. Vegetatively, it resembles “Dodare” , but
produces a lower number of shoots from the cormels. Its cormels are densely budding; secondary
cormels are round and big.

2. The susceptibility to physiological disorders such as the lack of apical buds in cormels known
as “Metubure” , and cracks in the cormel skin is lower than in “Jinnousouken 1 gou” and simi-
lar asin “Dodare” .

3. The commercial yield is about 12 tons per hectare.

4. The storage quality is rather high, as for example in “Egu imo” . The food quality is the same as
in “Dodare” . The resistance for the wilt induced by Fusarium oxysporum f.sp colocasiae is weaker
than that of “Dodare” .

5. “Chiba maru” appears suitable for field conditions occuring in Chiba prefecture.

*Present Address : Chiba Prefectural Plant Protection Office

**Present Address : Chiba Prefectural Agricultural Extension Division
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