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Characteristics of Native Kinds of Soybean Collected in Chiba Prefecture

Kazuo Suzuki

Key words : soybean, native kind, characteristics, Koitozairai, Chiba prefecture

Summary

On 1977 and1979, 69 native kinds of soybean were collected in Chiba prefecture and investigated in
terms of their morphological and ecologycal characteristics. and their chemical compositions.
Most of native types were collected in The Awa area, in the southern part of Chiba, and were clssified
as the late maturity ( IV type).

On the flower color, 79% of collected native kinds were purple and 21% were white. Concern-
ing the seed coat color, 54% were yellow, 35% were yellow —green, 5% were black, 4% were gre-
en, and 1 kind was darkgreen (2%). The seed leaves of two native kinds, those of a green seed
coat color, were similarly green. The weights of 100 native seeds showed a wide distribution,
ranging from 13.8g to 40.1g. The largest proportion of seeds composed the middle —sized weight
category, ranging from 25g to 30g. Many seeds over 30g were also found.

Collected native seeds contained protein from 38.3% to 44.5%, and from 5.11% to 9.31% sucrose.
The results of measurements of protein and sucrose contents showed a hegative correlation (r=
—0.64**, n=49).

“Koitozairai~, a native kind of soybean collected in Kimistu City Koito region, showed a high su-
crose content, and has been begun on the market as a local special production because of a good

taste of green soybean.
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