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Selection of Japanese Cypress (Chamaecyparis obtuse)
Producing Scant Pollen in Chiba Prefecture

Saki KOBAYASHI and Ryota ENDO

Key words : Japanese cypress, male flower setting, selection, broad-sense heritability

Summary

To select Japanese cypress producing scant pollen in Chiba Prefecture, we studied the male flower-set-

ting of 24 tree clones in a seed orchard over a 13-year period.

1.The annual change in male flower-setting rate was large. Six of the 13 years were good crop years and
five were poor crop years. There were significant differences in male flower production between years
and between clones.

2.The mean broad-sense heritability of male flower-setting was 34.6% in good crop years, and 16.7% in
poor crop years, and the clone effect of male flower-setting was higher in good crop years. We therefore
selected Japanese cypress producing scant pollen from male flower-settings in good crop years.

3. We selected five clones (Kinada 4, Shinshiro 2, Fudagou 2, Tanzawa 7 and Akimoto 1) as a Japanese cy-
press producing scant pollen in Chiba Prefecture based on Kinada 4. Kinada 4 had the lowest average

flower-setting in good crop year.
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