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Inhibition of decay in Japanese pear trees caused by Fomitiporia
torreyae by ringing

Akihiro YOSHIDA, Masayoshi OSHIDA, Youhei KANEKO and Takeshi
SUZUKI

Key words: Japanese pear, Fomitiporia torreyae, ringing, inhibition of decay, tree vigor

Summary

We investigated the effect of ringing on decay caused by artificially inoculating and
growing Fomitiporia torreyae in one-year-old wood of the Japanese pear tree cultivars
‘Akizuki’ and ‘Kosui.” Ringing tends to inhibit shoots growth in several types of fruit
trees. In the two above cultivars, we confirmed that ringing inhibited the growth of
shoots and enlargement of the trunk. Although we investigated the effect of narrow
ringing in ‘Kosu?’, the effects of ringing with different widths were not clear. The decay
of ‘Akizuki’ and ‘Kosui’ inoculated with F. torreyae extended both up and down. The
shape of the decay was that of two steep chevrons on each side in vertical section in the
control tree. However, with ringing, the shape of the decay was two shallower chevrons
in vertical section. Consequently, the maximum decay length as a result of ringing was
shorter than that in the control tree.

We thus conclude that ringing both slows the decay caused by F. torreyae and

inhibits tree vigor in Japanese pear trees.
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