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Consumer Demand Analysis of Strategies required by Regional Farmers’

Groups to Market the New Sweet potato Cultivar ‘Beniharuka’

Daiji KURIHARA
Key words: consumer monitoring, cultivar, group interview, marketing, sweet potato
Summary

I examined the strategies required by regional Japanese farmers to market the new sweet potato
cultivar ‘Beniharuka’ which has a sticky texture. My examination was based on an analysis of a
consumer questionnaire, group interviews and a store questionnaire.

1. Consumers' taste for sticky-textured sweet potato cultivars is lower than that for conventional,
mealy-textured ones, but the difference is not large.

2. ‘Beniharuka’ is to achieve the popularly enjoyed by the ‘Annoh-Imo’ sweet potato cultivar and
differentiation which character resembled, it will be important to promote its affordability and
ease of cooking.

3. Consumers want to be offered recipe and an expanded range of sweet potato products in store
Sales promotions are required to meet these needs.

4. To cope with competition with regional farmers’ groups in other prefectures producing ‘Beniha-
ruka’, we needs to establish a quality control system for sweet potato, and we need to setup a

cooperative organization in our prefecture.
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