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New Strawberry Cultivar ‘Chiba S4’
Fumi MAEDA, Satoshi FUKAO and Masami ISHIKAWA

Key words: cross-breeding, forcing culture, large fruit, strawberry

Summary

We have been breeding new strawberry cultivars that suit the agronomic and consumer needs
of Chiba Prefecture. They have large fruits with excellent flavor, are highly profitable, and are
adaptable to forcing culture. The following are details of one of these cultivars ‘Chiba S4’.

1. ‘Chiba S4’ is planted on or about 25 September and harvested in the last 10 days of October.

2. Total fruit yield by the end of March is almost the same as that of “Tochiotome’. Average fruit size
is larger than 20 g. Because the percentage of large fruits is higher than “Tochiotome’, handling
efficiency after harvest is high: labor costs are lower because fewer packages are needed.

3. The fruit soluble solids content is greater than Brix 10, so the taste is excellent. The shape of the
fruit is conical, and the skin is a shiny deep red.

4. Powdery mildew symptom severity and spread are apparently equal to, or less severe than, those
of ‘“Tochiotome’ in forcing culture. This resistance of the new cultivar to powdery mildew means
that fungicide use will be reduced.
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