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Optimizing seeding time, heating, and lighting in the pot plant
Eustoma grandiflorum for flowering in early May

Toyohiro SHITO, Munenori HOSOYA and Syunichi SAITO

Key words : Eustoma grandiflorum, pot plant, heating, lighting, seeding time

Summary

To determine the conditions required for flowering of the pot plant Eustoma grandiflorum in early May
on plants of sufficient volume, we used ‘Sapphire Blue' to compare treatments with a combination of mini-
mum night temperature (12 or 15 °C); seeding time in early October or mid or early November; and begin-
ning of lighting immediately after potting, 2 weeks later, or 4 weeks later, or no lighting.

1. The best conditions for flowering on plants of sufficient volume in early May were seeding time in early

October, a minimum night temperature of 15 °C, and lighting immediately after potting.

2. Minimum night temperature had the largest effect on early flowering, followed by seeding time and
then lighting.

3. For shipment of potted ‘Sapphire Blue' up until late May, a seeding time from early October to early No-
vember with a minimum night temperature of 12 to 15 °C, regardless of the start time of lighting, gave

sufficient plant volume, with good plant height, width, and leaf color.
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