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Optimum Period for Lifting Strawberry Plants from
a Nursery Field in Hokkaido

Shinji MIZUNO and Haruhiko KAGAWA

Key words : strawberry, relay production system, optimal period for lifting,

floral induction, cultivar differentiation

Summary

To determine the best period for lifting strawberry plants of three cultivars, “Tochiotome , ‘Sachinoka’,
and ‘Akihime’ , from their nursery field in Hokkaido, we investigated their flowering time and fruit yield
after transplantation into a greenhouse in Chiba Prefecture.

1. When the plants were lifted in early September, the flowering periods of all three cultivars tended to be
longer.

2. When the plants were lifted in mid-September, all of the cultivars bloomed within a short period and ex-
hibited a stable fruit yield.

3. Lifting in late September caused a significant delay (P < 0.05) in the flowering time of all of the culti-
vars. The fruit yield of “Tochiotome was reduced in December, and ‘Sachinoka’ and ‘Akihime’
showed marked decreases in early yields between December and February.

4. These results suggest that the optimum period for lifting “Tochiotome  , ‘Sachinoka and ‘Akihime’
plants in Hokkaido is mid-September, and that they should not be lifted in late September because of a
marked loss of early fruit yield.

5. Because the timing of lifting strawberry plants in Hokkaido is also affected by weather and transporta-
tion conditions, plants should best be removed from early September to allow some variation in flower-

ing time.
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