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Maturation Characteristics and Determination of
the Harvesting Stage of Japanese Pear ‘Hiratsuka No.16’

Shinzo KawasE

Key words : Japanese pear, ‘Hiratsuka No.16', ‘Kaori’' ,maturation, preharvest drop

Summary
We examined the maturation characteristics and determined the harvesting stage for Japanese
pear ‘Hiratsuka No.16", common name ‘Kaori’.

1. Preharvest drop of ‘Hiratsuka No.16' started in the beginning of September, and most
dropped fruits were classified as ground color 2 as evaluated by a color chart. The
preharvest drop was caused by overripe fruits.

2. Spraying with 2,000-fold diluted Dichlorprop liquid (2,4-dichlorophenoxy propionic acid
4.5%) prevented preharvest drop, but the utility was low because fruit rotting and
watercore increased.

3. The main factors for deciding when to begin harvest are the change in the ground color
and preharvest drop. When vellowed fruits are harvested just before preharvest drop
begins (at the end of August to the beginning of September), optimum fruits are obtained.

4. As there is danger of watercore when the ground color is 4 or more, it is most desirable to

harvest the fruit when the ground color is under 4.
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