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Promotion and Shortening of the Harvest Period for ‘Iron’,
a Cultivar Group of Stock, Matthiola incana (L.)R.Br.,
by Prohexadione-calcium Spray Treatment

Michie Kanpa, Mitsuyasu Taneva and Koichi Aokt

Key words : stock, cultivar group Tron', regulation of flowering, harvest period,

prohexadione-calcium treatment

Summary

The investigation was carried out to determine whether a prohexadione-calcium (PCa)
spray treatment could promote and shorten the harvest period for cut flowers of Tron’, a
marketable nonbranching cultivar group of stock, Matthiola incana (L.)R.Br., to the end of
December.

Although earlier seeding from the end of July to the beginning of August will promote
earlier flowering, seeding on July 20 still resulted in some cultivers not having harvestable
cut flowers by the end of December.

Seeding by August 10 and spraying with 10 ppm PCa shortened the cutting period in
comparison with the control, and 100% of all cut flowers of all cultivers tested were
harvested by the end of December.

The number of nodes for cut flowers decreased after PCa spray treatment; however, the

quality of cut flowers was not reduced for practical use,
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