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A New Japanese Yam (Dioscorea japonica Thunb.) Variety
‘Chibatoro’

Kenji SUZUKI , Mari OHARA , Risei HASEGAWA and Hirokuni IWASA

Key words : Japanese yam , breeding , polyploidy , ‘Chibatoro’

Summary

We selected new Japanese yam varieties that suit agronomic and consumer needs in

Chiba Prefecture, are early maturing, have high viscosity and a shorter shape. As a result of

selection, a new variety, ‘Chibatore’, has been introduced with the following characteristics:

1. ‘Chibatoro’ is a male autotetraploid with a shorter inflorescence and larger flowers

compared with the generally cultivated early-diploid variety “Zairai 1'.

2. ‘Chibatoro’ is less vigorous in growth and is less branched than “Zairai 1’.

3. The tuber length of ‘Chibatore’ is about 65cm and tuber weight is about 700g. Maturation

time is early and similar to “Zairai 1°.

4. The underground tuber has dense flesh quality and high viscosity. ‘Chibatoro’ appears

suitable for field conditions oceurring in Chiba Prefecture.
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