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Failure of Hermaphroditic Flowering in Melons Grown under
Plastic Tunnels

Syunro YOSHIDA and Hideo KAWASHIRO
Keywords * melon, hermaphrodite, flowering, plastic tunnel culture

Summary

Factors influencing the failure of hermaphroditic flowering in melons grown under plastic
tunnels were investigated. In the early spring when high temperatures are maintained in
the tunnels immediately after transplantation, large numbers of plants fail to flower. The
melon cultivar "Takami’ failed to flower more than the cultivar > Ams ".

In cultivated melons, the 11th to the 16th lateral branches are usually used for fruit set. If
growth is promoted with high temperatures after transplanting in the early spring, flowers
failed in the order of 9th to 11th nodes. If the stem and leaf are damaged during the 5- to
6-leaf stage of development, flowering failure was more pronounced in the 14th to the 17th
nodes. A delay in training lateral branches (from the 1st to the 7th nodes) invited flowering

failure in the order of greatest [ailure from the 8th to the 11th nodes.
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