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Soaring Towards 2020:
“The Best Hospitality of Japan”

On October 21st, 2018, under the crisp and clear autumn sky, Chiba Prefecture
hosted the 2018 Chiba Aqualine Marathon, thanks to the help and support of
countless individuals.

Roughly 16,000 runners from across Japan and around the world ran the course
packed with all of the charms of Chiba Prefecture, starting with the blue sea and the
blue sky surrounding the Tokyo Bay Aqua-Line Expressway, all the while gazing upon
the vibrant shape of Mt. Fuji.

This year marking the 4th Chiba Aqualine Marathon to date, a record of 604 runners
from 27 different countries and regions participated in the event. With the
establishment of the new team competition, the event was livelier than ever before.

Along the course and in the event areas, about 360,000 spectators gathered to
cheer on the runners. In addition to the energetic cheers from local elementary and
junior high school students, the runners were encouraged without pause by brilliant
musical, calligraphy, and dance performances.

Furthermore, the runners could experience the hospitality and “flavor” of Chiba
along the course by sampling famous Chiba products, such as biwa (loquat) jelly,
pears, and blueberries. Meanwhile, local spectators waved the home country flags of
runners to cheer them on, prompting overwhelmingly positive feedback from the
runners, including comments such as, “The magnitude of the support was the best in
Japan,” “I was deeply moved,” and “Their support allowed me to enjoy running in the
marathon.”

Thanks to the local volunteers and everyone else who helped, we could form a
single “Team Chiba,” and give “the Best Hospitality of Japan” to the runners during the
marathon. We could show not only the whole country, but also the entire world, the
beauty and hospitality of Chiba. | truly believe that it was a meaningful event, which
will connect us to the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude for the help, support, and
cooperation we received in making the 2018 Chiba Aqualine Marathon a grand
success.

Thank you very much.

\ \r
- /
B5E7IT7SAIRIVY
RITRERR

TERASE

Governor of Chiba Prefecture
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Kensaku Morita
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