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m Renting a House or Apartment

OWhen renting private housing

Usually, people locate private housing (rental house or
apartment) through the introduction of a real estate agent.
When entering into a contract, there may be special
procedures that must be followed including designating a
guarantor and paying other required expenses in addition to
rent. It is a good idea to look carefully through the content of
the contract and documents containing explanations of
important matters.

+ Apartment Search Guidebook (Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism)

Basic information regarding searching for a home in Japan is
listed, including how to search for a home, how to fill out a
contract, what to watch out for after moving in, etc.
Japanese, English, Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese,
Vietnamese Nepalese, Thai, Indonesian, Burmese,
Cambodian, Tagalog and Mongolian.
http://www.mlit.go.jp/jutakukentiku/house/jutakukentiku_house_tk3_000017.html

+ Guide for renting foreigners (Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism)

Useful information for finding a place to live in Japan and list
of real estate companies that provide foreign language
correspondence are introduced in simple Japanese.
http://www.mlit.go.jp/jutakukentiku/house/jutakukentiku_house_tk3_000017.html

-Chiba Housing Advisory Service for Foreign Students
Real estate agencies displaying a “Chiba Housing Advisory
Service for Foreign Students” sticker will advise and provide
information regarding housing to foreign students.

There is a list of foreign student housing advisors listed on
the Chiba Prefecture website.

https://www.pref.chiba.lg.jp/kokusailenglish/information/residents/students.html

<OWhen renting public housing

There is a set application period for housing being lent out
by the prefecture or municipality.

Since it is necessary to satisfy eligible requirements and wait
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for a vacancy, it might not be possible to move in
immediately right after application.
Urban Renaissance Agency also offers rental housing.
For more information, please inquire at relevant
organizations.
-Housing by municipal management: The appropriate
city, ward, or town hall
-Housing under prefectural management:
Chiba Prefecture Housing Provision Corporation,
Prefectural Housing Management Department
Telephone: 043-222-9200
*Housing by public corporations:
Urban Renaissance (UR) Agency

https://www.ur-net.go.jp/

ODescription of rental housing and apartments

@DThere are a variety of different accommodations available
including rental housing, apartments, and boarding
houses.

@Accommodation layout is often expressed by placing the
number of bedrooms in front of any combination of the
three letters L (living room), D (dining room), and K
(kitchen), resulting in room types such as 2LDK and
3LDK. The size of a room is often denoted by the number
of tatami mats which provide the equivalent surface area.
One tatami mat is considered to be 1.8m x 0.9m.

Facilities of electricity, waterworks, and gas are equipped
with the accommodation, but procedures to initiate the
services must be made by the resident prior to using
them.

ORequired Fees

At the time of contract, a down payment consisting of fees

including monthly rent, maintenance service charge,

damage deposit, key money, and processing fees must be
made.

(DMonthly rent: Paid every month in advance.

(@Maintenance service charge: Used for the maintenance of
stairs, corridors, etc. as well as to cover the electricity and
cleaning costs of common rooms.

(@Damage deposit: Usually equivalent to 1 or 2 months’ rent,
and is left with the landlord as security for rental payments

and repair expenses for damage to the structure. Upon
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moving out, the portion of the deposit remaining after
subtraction of repair expenses will be returned.

@Key money: Paid to the landlord as a courtesy at the time
of contract, usually equivalent to 1 or 2 months’ rent, and
is not returned upon moving out.

®Real estate agent’s fee: Commonly paid to the real estate

agent and is equivalent to rent for 1 month or less.

OPoints of Caution

@ There are cases when a guarantor is required at the time
of contract. There are also times when a guarantor
company may be used in place of a guarantor.

@You are not allowed to remodel the residence (room)
without the permission of the landlord.

®You are not allowed to live together with anyone other
than the tenants decided upon at the time of contract.

@The period of contract is normally two years. After 2 years
have passed, it is necessary to renew your contract.
However, there are cases when the cost of rent is
changed upon renewal.

B Electricity, Gas, and Water

OElectricity

Electricity in Chiba Prefecture is supplied at 100V with a
frequency of 50Hz. Appliances that operate at a different
voltage/frequency must be modified for use within the
prefecture.

Upon moving into a new residence and before using
electricity for the first time, you must flip the breaker switch
to the “On” position. After confirming that electricity is being
properly supplied and available, fill in the required fields
(your name, the date you moved in, etc.) listed on the
“Application for the Usage of Electricity” which has been left
for you in your new residence. Once you fill out the form,
send it to Electric Power Company. There are two methods
available for payment of your electricity bill. You may have
the money automatically transferred from your bank or post
office account, or you may pay by direct transfer with the
designated invoice at a bank, post office, convenience store,
etc.

Electricity will be shut off upon moving out of your residence,
so please contact Electric Power Company before leaving.
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OGas

There are 2 different types of gas in Japan: municipal gas
and propane gas. It is necessary to use appliances made for
the type of gas you are being supplied with. If you use an
appliance not tailored to your specific type of gas, there is a
possibility that it could lead to dangerous situations such as
a fire or incomplete combustion.

*Municipal gas

Before you start using municipal gas, you must contact a
gas company located near your residence. An official from
the company you contact will come to your residence, open
the main gas valve, perform a safety check of gas
appliances, and check for gas leaks.

There are two methods available for payment of your gas
bill. You may have the money automatically transferred from
your bank account every month, or you may pay by direct
transfer with an invoice at a bank, post office, convenience
store, etc.

*Propane gas (LP Gas)

You might use propane gas depending on the apartment
type.

Propane gas is provided in gas canisters. For proper use
of propane gas and about payment methods, please inquire

to your landlord or management company.

OWater

Japanese tap water can be consumed as drinking water.
Before using tap water, you need to contact the Chiba
Prefectural Waterworks Bureau and any other relevant
agencies such as the municipal waterworks department of
the area in which your residence is located in order to have
them turn your water on.

There are two methods available for payment of your water
bill. You may have the money automatically transferred from
your bank account, or you may pay by direct transfer using
the delivered invoice (deposit naotification slip). When moving
out, contact the Waterworks Bureau to have them calculate
your bill.

For further information, please contact the Chiba Public
Enterprise Bureau or the waterworks department at your
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town or city hall.

-Chiba Public Enterprise Bureau Customer Center
Telephone:0570-001245

Monday to Friday: 8:45 am - 6:00 pm

Saturday:8:45 am - 5:00 pm

B Moving

You must perform the following procedures when you move

to a new residence.

DRegister at the municipal office: A mid- to long-term
resident who has changed your place of residence is
asked to bring your resident card and your moving—out
certificate issued by the municipality you previously lived
in to the municipal office of his/her new residence and
notify the Ministry of Justice of the new residence in 14
days of moving to the new residence.

@Apply for a National Health Insurance certificate: At the
National Health Insurance service department of your city,
ward, or town hall.

@Change the address listed on your driver’s license: At the
police station with jurisdiction of the new area where you
will be living or the Driver’s License Center.

@Electricity/water/gas/telephone/post office procedures: It is
necessary to notify relevant organizations including the
electric company, gas company, waterworks , NTT
(telephone), and post office two to three days before
moving out, at the very latest. On the day of move-out, the
various companies will check your meters and calculate
your bills. There is also a service offered by the post office
which allows you to have your mail forwarded to your new
address (for up to one year after moving).

(®Seal registration procedures: the seal you registered at
your old place of residence will become invalid.
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