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B Transportation Facilities

An extensive network of public transportation facilities is
available, including railways and buses. These facilities fulfill
the large role of providing essential methods of daily
transportation.

B Train

OTypes of tickets

@Ordinary ticket
Tickets for short distances can be purchased from ticket
vending machines, while tickets for long distances or
limited express tickets can be purchased at ticket offices
in train stations. Fares are displayed above the vending
machines according to station. Children under 12 years of
age pay half (however, junior high school students must
pay the adult fare). For children under 6 years of age, 2
children can ride free with 1 adult or 1 child (however,
elementary school students must pay the child fare).

@Multiple tickets
You can pay for 10 tickets and receive 11 tickets. The
multiple ticket is convenient for riding in the same area
multiple times. However, an expiration date applies.

@Commuter pass
A commuter pass is convenient for commuting to work or
school daily. There are 3 types: 1 month, 3 months, and 6
months. The longer the period is, the more money you
save.

OIC card-type tickets (Suica and PASMO)

These cards can be used as commuter passes or as prepaid
train tickets. With them, you can ride on any railway or bus
equipped with a card reader (which calculates your fare)
without using cash.
Suica is sold by the East Japan Railway Company (JR East)
and allows you to pass through automatic ticket gates just by
touching the card to the gate. PASMO is sold by private
railway lines, subways, and bus companies.
OTrain types

- Trains that stop at each station: local

- Trains that stop only at main stations: limited express,

rapid, express
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Transportation

OTime table

Using a time-table allows you to confirm the train’s departure
and arrival times ahead of time. Time-tables are written in
24-hour time, not using am and pm.

H Buses

A bus’s destination is written on the front of the bus.
Bus fares can be paid by cash, commuter pass, multiple
ticket, or IC card-type tickets.

{Cautions when riding the bus

*Some buses charge a fixed fare regardless of distance,
which must be paid when getting on the bus. Please
confirm this at the bus stop or bus display.

*For buses where fares are paid when getting off the bus,
please take a numbered ticket when getting on the bus,
which indicates the bus stop you got on at.

*When getting off the bus, inform the driver of the stop you
would like to get off at by pushing the onboard button
before the bus arrives at your stop.

Fares are indicated by electronic displays located at an
easily-visible location inside the bus. When getting off the
bus, insert your fare (that corresponds with the number
written on your numbered ticket) and numbered ticket into
the fare box next to the driver. It's a good idea to have the
right amount of money so that you don’t need change.
Children under 12 years of age pay half (however, junior
high school students must pay the adult fare). For children
under 6 years of age, 2 children can ride free with 1 adult
or 1 child (however, elementary school students must pay
the child fare).

*When using IC card-type ticket (Suica ,PASMO),touch
your card to the reader upon boarding and again when
you’re getting off.

B Taxis

Taxis have a signal light on the roof of the car that indicates
the name of the company. Available taxis display a
front-facing sign on the outside of the car that reads “vacant”
in red letters.
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Transportation

XH

To ride in a taxi, you can get in a taxi from a taxi stand in
front of a train station or other location, or hail an empty taxi
while it is going down the road. You can also call one by
placing a telephone call to a taxi company (additional fees
apply). Japanese taxis have automatic doors, so the driver
will take care of opening and closing the door when you get
in and out.

Fares differ according to car type (large, medium, or small),
distance, time, and area. The fare is displayed in the meter
located next to the driver’s seat. Surcharges apply when
riding in the early morning, late at night, or on expressways.
Tips are not necessary.

M Driving a Car
In Japan, cars and bicycles ride on the left side.
Never drive under the influence of alcohol.

<{OTo drive in Japan, you must have any of the
following driver’s license.

(DJapanese driver’s license

@International driving permit issued under the Geneva
Convention(valid for a period of one year from issue or
one year from arrival to Japan, whichever is shorter)

¥ For those who are registered in the Basic Resident
Registration System, if you obtain an IDP in a country
other than Japan and your stay in that country is shorter
than 3 months, you will not be allowed to drive in Japan
when you return.

(®Foreign driving license issued by states or territories
(Switzerland, Germany, France, Belgium, Monaco and
Taiwan) with a license system that conforms to the system
in use in Japan and does not issue international driving
permits. (You will be entitled to drive only if you attach to
the license a Japanese translation made by a duly
authorized individual such as consular institutes of a
country which issued the license.)

(Inquiries about driver’s license)

Chiba Prefectural Police

*Chiba Driver’s License Center
2-1 Hamada, Mihama-ku, Chiba-shi
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Transportation

Tel: 043-274-2000

(Telephone information and fax services, Japanese)
*Nagareyama Driver’s License Center

217 Maegasaki, Nagareyama-shi

Tel: 04-7147-2000

(Telephone information and fax services, Japanese)
+ The traffic department of your closest police station

http://www.police.pref.chiba.jp/english/license.html

<> Switching from a foreign driving license to a
Japanese license

You must have stayed in the country which issued an

effective foreign license for 3 months or more from the date

of issuance.

Except for an application of switching by designated states,

a knowledge test and a driving skill test are necessary.

Procedures for switching a license can be applied for at the

Chiba Driving License Center.

Please contact them in advance to make sure which items

are required for this procedure.

*Please note that the Nagareyama Driving License Center

does not handle this procedure.

{To obtain a new driver’s license in Japan

If you do not have a driver’s license in your own country, you
can obtain a new driver’s license in Japan. Just like a
Japanese person, you must take and pass an aptitude test,
written test, and practical test at a Driver’s License Center.
In Japan, it is usual to attend a specialty school (driving
school) to study the coursework and practical skills you will
need to obtain a driver’s license. If you have graduated from
a driving school, you do not have to take the practical test at
the Driver’s License Center, only the aptitude test and
written test. (The written test is in a true-false format; you
can choose to take it in a foreign language such as English
or Chinese. X See the Chiba Police website for more
details.)

*Reference

“Rules of the Road”

(English, Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese)

Each language version is a translation of “Kotsu no
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Transportation

Kyosoku” issued by the Japan Traffic Safety Association,
and sold by the Japan Automobile Association (JAF)

https://jaf.or.jp/common/visitor-procedures/rules-of-the-road

(Required documents and handling fees to obtain a
driver’s license)

Required documents and handling fees differ according to
type of license, so please confirm with the Driver’s License
Center.

ODriver’s license renewal

Your driver’s license is valid until one month after your third
birthday from the date you obtained it.After that, you must
renew it once every 3 years (exemplary drivers must renew
it once every 5 years).

Renewal procedures can be completed at the Driver’s
License Center or your closest police station.

When it comes close to the time you must renew, renewal
information will be sent to the address written on your
driver’s license. You must renew your license during the time
period of 1 month before your birthday to 1 month after your
birthday.

For further details, please confirm with the Driver’s License
Center.

OVehicle registration system

When you buy a car, you are required to register it with the
Office. The
complicated, so the dealer will usually complete them for

Land Transportation procedures are

you.

When registering a car, you will need to pay automobile

weight tax, vehicle acquisition tax, and vehicle tax. You are

also required to enroll in the mandatory vehicle liability

insurance plan and to show a certificate verifying that you

have a parking space (Certificate of Parking Space). Your

Personal Seal Registration Certificate or signature (verified

by your embassy in Japan) is also required.

*Mandatory vehicle liability insurance: enrollment is
mandatory

*Voluntary insurance: The mandatory vehicle liability
insurance plan is limited in what it applies to and how much
compensation it pays. To supplement this, it's a good idea
to enroll in a voluntary insurance plan.
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@323?5 Transportation

« Certificate of Parking Space: This document verifies that
you have a parking space. It can be applied for at the
police department that has jurisdiction over the location of
your parking space.

{Vehicle inspection

You are required to have your vehicle regularly inspected to
confirm that it conforms to safety and environmental
standards. An initial inspection is performed when you first
register your vehicle. The period in which you must have
your next vehicle inspection is indicated on your Automobile
Inspection Certificate.

For the inspection, you can request that the maintenance
shop perform inspection and maintenance and also
complete the inspection procedures, or you can complete
the inspection procedures yourself.

The involved fees (inspection registration application fee,
mandatory vehicle liability insurance fee, weight tax, and
repair costs) are rather expensive, so make sure to have
them on hand ahead of time.

B Motorized Bicycles

A license is required to drive motorized bicycles. When you
purchase a motorized bicycle, you must register it at the city,
ward, or town where you currently live, and pay the light
vehicle tax once a year.

B E-bikes (with pedals)

E-bikes (with pedals) are not considered bicycles. You must
obtain a license, affix a number plate, and enter into a
mandatory vehicle liability insurance to ride. Please confirm
the necessary qualifications and rule before riding.

B Japan’s Traffic Rules/Manners

<> Rules for Pedestrians

@D Walk on a sidewalk where there are sidewalks placed.

@ |If there is no sidewalk, walk on the right side of the road.

@ When crossing the road, make sure to obey the traffic
light if there is one. If there is no traffic light, use the
crosswalk. When crossing, make sure you check in both
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Transportation

directions and only start walking once the cars have
stopped.

@ Absolutely do not run haphazardly onto the road.

® At night, either attach reflectors to your body, or wear
bright clothes.

® You are not allowed to cross in areas where crossing for
pedestrians is prohibited.

{Rules for using bicycles safely
Rules before riding a bicycle

Enter into bicycle insurance.

Do maintenance and inspections.
Attach reflectors.

Wear a helmet.

SNECHONCNS

Do not ride drive after drinking alcohol.

Rules for riding a bicycle

@ As a rule of thumb, bicycles must be on ridden on the

road. Ride on the left side of the road.

@ Prioritize pedestrians.

@ Do not ride while using an umbrella, smartphone, or

other distractions.

@ Make sure to ride safely at an intersection.

® Turn on your light from the evening onwards.

- Theft prevention registration

Theft prevention registration is required to help provide clues

to return your bicycle if it is stolen or reported as lost

property. The shop where you purchased your bicycle will
complete the theft prevention registration procedures for
you.

-Areas where it is forbidden to leave bicycles: The areas
near train stations and other locations are designated as
areas where bicycles may not be left. If you park a bicycle
or motorcycle in these areas they will be removed and you
will have to pay the fees for removal and storage, so
please check when parking.

{Vehicle Driver Rule

@ Follow traffic laws, obey traffic lights and traffic and road
notices.
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@323?5 Transportation

@You are forbidden to drive if you do not have a driver's
license or if you have drunk alcohol.

@ Fasten your seatbelt when riding in a vehicle. Children
under 6 years of age must ride in a child car seat.

Traffic Accident Consultations
If you get in a traffic accident, you may face various kinds of
problems including compensation for damage. For people
facing difficulties due to a traffic accident, Chiba Prefecture
has a consulting office where experienced staffs help to
solve problems. The consultation is confidential and free of
charge. Consulting is provided in Japanese only.
(Chiba Traffic Accident Consulting Office)
*Main Office (Chiba Prefectural Government Main Office
2F)
1-1 Ichiba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba City, Chiba Prefecture
Telephone 043-223-2264
-Higashi-Katsushika Branch
(Higahsi-Katsushika Regional Branch Office 4F)
7 Konemoto, Matsudo City
Telephone 047-368-8000
-Awa Branch (Awa Regional Branch Office 1F)
402-1 Hojo, Tateyama City
Telephone 0470-22-7132
Consulting Hours  9:00am~12:00pm 1:00pm~5:00pm

(excluding Saturdays, holidays, Year-end and New-year)

*The Chiba Traffic Accident Consulting Office rotates
through 34 cities and towns in Chiba to offer consulting
services regarding traffic accidents. Contact your nearest
traffic accident consulting office for more information.
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