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Table 4: The Thomas and Sinclair-Thomas Matrices

THE SINCLAIR-THOMAS MATRICES (section B)
Potential visual impact matrix for wind turbines of 72-74m overall height (field observation) and 20-100m
(extrapolated). Distances in km

Band 72-74m 80-100m | Magnitude Significance
(subject to other factors)

A Dominant impact due to large | 0-3 0-4 High Potential  for
scale, movement, proximity and independent
humber significant

B Major impact due to proximity: 3-6 4-8 Medium/High impact
capable of dominating landscape

C Clearly visible with moderate | 6-10 8-13 Potential  for
impact. potentially intrusive Medium contributory

D Clearly visible with moderate | 10-14 13-18 significant
impact: becoming less distinct impact

E Less distinct: size much reduced | 14-18 18- 23 Low/Medium Potential  for
but movement still discernible ancillary non-

F Low impact, movement noticeable | 18 — 23 23-30 Low significant
in good light: becoming impact:  only
components in overall landscape becoming

significant  if
numerous  or

Approximate recommended threshold for ZVI analysis cumulative

with other
installations

G Becoming indistinct with negligible | 23 -30 30-38
impact on the wider landscape Negligible

H Noticeable in good light bhut| 30-35 38-45
negligible impact

| Negligible or no impact 35+ 45 +

Source: Sinclair (2001)




